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The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 

News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 

Independence Day Twice!   

 Since I was still in 
the states on the 4th of July, 
I got to enjoy a wonderful 
traditional American cele-
bration with fireworks, a 
grill, and family. I also made 
it back to Perú in time to 
celebrate their Fiestas Pa-
trias, or Independence Day, 
July 28 & 29. When I asked 
my Peruvian friends why 
they get two days to cele-
brate the holiday, they told 
me it was so that they could 
spend the first day partying 
late into the night and the 
second day recuperating. 
The true history behind two 
Independence days remains 
a mystery to me, but I quite 
enjoyed celebrating Inde-
pence Day twice and in two 
different cultures.  

Back at Home  
 As I sat on the bus, the smell of the rotting trash in the streets, mixed 
with hot, buttery smell of the popcorn from the corner stall hit me. The honk-
ing horns, the roar of the speeding traffic, and the noise from the automatic 
shops that lined the street assaulted my ears. The crowds and busy city swirled 
around me. The bus rumbled over the potholes and bumps in the road, and I 
sat squashed up against the window sharing my small seat with an old woman 
and her granddaughter. A strange feeling washed over me as I realized I was 
thankful to be back here again. This is where I belonged; this is home.  
 Only 48 hours before I had been in sitting in an air-conditioned restau-
rant, eating my fill of gourmet food. I had slept in a comfy soft bed with extra 
pillows and blankets. I had been with family and loved ones. And yet, while 
that time was so wonderful, here among all that would have once repulsed 
me, I now feel at home.  Somehow without my even being aware of it, Lima 
has become a part of who I am. I know that there is a purpose to my time here 
in this mission and that the Lord is currently using me to achieve his  
tasks. As a result, my soul finds a peace being back in the mission  
field where He has called me. A part of who I now am is something  
which many in my own culture will never be able to understand.  

Myself and Stephania, who is a 
part of our church in San Borja,  
celebrating my return to Peru 

with a little American Independ-
ence Day flair.  



For more news updates, stories and photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 

¡Te extrañaba! 

You might translate this as I missed you. Yet, 
these words are so much sweeter in Spanish 
than they are in English. Te extrañaba does not 
just mean I missed you, which in English could 
be a one time thing, like I missed you when 
there was work to do. Instead the very form of 
the words chosen says that it was not a one 

time missing but 
that it was a re-
petitive and con-
tinuous missing. 
Returning to Li-
ma I have been 
greeted by these 
words over and 
over again and 
each time my 
heart is touched 
by the love that 
the people of 
Peru have for 
me.  

 I was blessed to spend an amazing month in the States with family, friends, and brothers in Christ. It 

was a crazy, busy whirlwind, including two road trips, a plane flight, a wedding, a church conference, ten 

presentations, and ten states. Thankfully, I did have time to relax and enjoy the blessings of family, summer, 

and home. I also was given the wonderful gift of getting to spend time sharing about the mission field and 

the work that goes on in Lima with so many interested brothers in Christ. Thank you to all of you who hosted 

me, listened, cared, and helped the work that the Lord is doing in Lima. It wouldn’t be possible without your 

support back home! 

Goodbye to Rosa  

Rosa, one of our church members and staff at Castillo 
Fuerte, as well as a very good friend, has left Perú to study 
in the U.S. It was with many tears and much joy that we 
saw her off to her new stage in life. Teo, Rosa’s mother, 
said goodbye to her only child for the first time in her life. 
Over the next years while they are separate, Teo and Rosa 
will take comfort in being part of one church, united to-
gether in one baptism, in one Christ no mater how far 
apart they are from one another.  

Rosa & Myself  

LWML of St. John’s Lutheran Church  



Prayer Requests,              
Praises & Thanksgiving  

Praise the Lord for the   
wonderful time that I had in 

the States with family, 
friends, and donors.  

Please pray for my social 
work licensing application 
that is currently being pro-
cessed by the state of Mis-

souri.  

Please pray for the work in 
La Victoria as we prepare 
for the coming of a new 

Pastor.  

Pray for the the staff of  
Castillo Fuerte: Caitlin, Erik, 
and Cristina. Also pray for 
our children and families.  

Please pray for the church 
in San Borja and Los Olivos 

during the next month   
while they are without a 

Pastor.  

Pray for Pastor Mark & his 
family as they are on home 

service in the States.  

We give thanks to God for 
his provision of a location to 
have worship in La Victoria. 

Please pray for Teo & Rosa 
as they are separated du-
ring this new stage in life.   

To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  

On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

Or securely online at the LCMS website www.lcms.org/worden.  

There are many opportu-

nities to serve as a short-

term missionary. Check 

out the current list and 

download an application 

at www.lcms.org/service. 

Click on “Service Oppor-

tunities.” 

 A Quiet Congregation  

 Currently, I am the only missionary in the field in Peru. Pastor Mark is 
in the states for home service, and the other pastors who have been called to 
Peru have not yet reached the mission field. The church in Peru will be without  
a pastor for two months. Due to the limited staff, all activities expect for the 
worship service and bible study on Sunday have been suspended. As a result, 
things at the churches have been very quiet. Without the community outreach 
events, we have not had new visitors and many regular members have not 
been present either. Members have expressed that it feels as if the church 
doesn't exist without a pastor.  

 Much of my ministry during July has been the spiritual care of the 
members of our congregations. The Lord has used my presence to help assure 
the congregation that He is always with His church. The church is not depend-
ent upon any one missionary or person. Rather it is the body of believers gath-
ered together around His Word and Sacraments.  

 Despite the struggles, lay leaders have stepped forward to keep the 
church running as a congregation. The women of the church have showed care 
for one another during spiritual struggles. The men have led prayer services on 
Sunday mornings. And the members of the congregation have been engaged 
in bible studies both at the church and in their homes. During this time of 
struggle for the congregations, I am excited to see the Lord work to strengthen 
this church.  

The men of our 

congregation in 

San Borja gath-

ered together 

in Bible Study.  


