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News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru 

Misericordia Triunfante 
Mercy Triumphant – James 2:13-14 

Lima: The World’s Second  
Largest City in a Desert  

 Lima is second only to 
Cairo and fast approaching it 
with a population of 8.8 million 
people. While the Nile in Cairo 
flows at a rate of 2,830 cubic 
meters per second, the Rimac 
in Lima flows at only 29 cubic 
meters per second. Lima re-
ceives less than 2 inches of rain 
each year. Lima’s water supply 
largely comes from glacier melt 
in the Andes but 98% of this 
runs into the Amazon Basin in 
Eastern Peru. Almost 80% of 
Peru’s population lives in Lima, 
where less than 2% of the wa-
ter resources are located.  Lima 
has a water problem! 
 The poorest people of 
the city are the ones most af-
fected by this. More than 1mil-
lion people in Lima live without 
running water.  In the shanty 
towns on the outskirts of the 
city large trucks can be found 
bringing water to those with-
out. However, these trucks take 
advantage of these poor and 
helpless people.  People who 
live on less than $2 dollars a 
day are charged 20 times the 
rate that the rest of the city is 
for tap water.  Sadly, this water 
is often not clean and safe for 
drinking without first being 
treated.  

Holy Baptism: Receiving the Gifts of God  
 We rejoiced in February with baptism of Eliana Grace DiLiberto, the 
daughter of Anthony and Jamie, two of our missionaries here in Peru.  It 
was a wonderful blessing to hear the word of the Lord proclaimed and wit-
ness a child being brought into the Kingdom of God.   
 Baptisms are a huge cultural event here in Peru. We had more than 
70 people, friends and family, visit our church to celebrate the baptism 
with us. Despite the fact that baptisms are celebrated with a huge meal, 
much drinking and a grand party, Peruvians do not know the importance of  
baptism. For the Catholics here in Peru, baptism has become little more 
than a rite the church says you should do. Peruvians tell stories about how 
a troll will eat your child if you do not have them baptized. Due to the fees 
the Catholic Church charges for the baptism and the cultural expectation of 
a large party, many say it is something they can’t afford. As a result bap-
tism in Peru has become ritualized and meaningless.  
 Evangelical churches in Peru have stepped into this gap and taught 
incorrectly the people that baptism is a ritual without any power. The peo-
ple do not understand that the beautiful gift of baptism makes us the chil-
dren of God. They don’t believe what the Bible says when it tells  
us that we are saved by our baptism. Instead of realizing  
that through the water and the word God gives us His  
gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation they see baptism  
only as a law or a meaningless action of man. Teaching  
about baptism has been an amazing joy that the Lord  
has called me to here in Peru.  

 



For more news updates, stories & photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail 469 Paw Paw Ave Watervliet, MI 49098 

 

He saved us, not 
because of works 

done by us in 
righteousness, but 
according to His 

own mercy, by the 
washing of regen-

eration and re-
newal of the Holy 
Spirit, whom He 
poured out on us 
richly through  
Jesus Christ our 

Savior, so that be-
ing justified by 

His grace we 
might become 

heirs according to 
the hope of eternal 

life.   
Titus 3:5-7 

Water & Word: Learning About Baptism  

 Summer Club drew to a close in the end of February and the new 
programming started along with the school year, but we used the last little 

bit of summer to have a lot of 
fun and some great hands-on 
learning.  

 The last week of Sum-
mer Club the kids learned the 
great biblical stories about wa-
ter. We talked about the flood 
and the type of baptism which it 
is. God covered the Earth with 
water, and He washed it clean; 
Just as during our baptism He 

washes our sins and makes us clean.  The kids also studied Christ’s bap-
tism. They learned about the gifts that God gives us in baptism and how it 
joins us to Christ Himself. Many of our children have not been baptized yet. 
We look forward to Pastor Gale’s arrival and the ability to continue this 
teaching and bring these children into God’s family through His water and 
word.  

 While learning about baptism 
we had our own  hands-on learn 
with water. In Peru, Carnival takes 
place at the end of February. These 
Carnival games for children include 
many outdoor water games. It was 
the perfect opportunity to use a cul-
tural event to teach about God’s 

 

 

 

Carnival games & learning about 
the power of water with God 

Summer Club group photo 
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There are many opportuni-

ties to serve as short-term 

or GEO missionaries. 

Check out the current list 

and download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service. Click on “Service 

Opportunities.” 

Thank you for your support and partnership! 
In Christ, Caitlin Worden  

 

Prayer Requests  

Praises & Thanksgiving 

Give thanks that my cast is 
off and pray for the contin-
ued recovery of my ankle.  

 
We give thanks for the con-
firmation of Flor, Omar and 

Patricia.  
 

Please pray for Juan and 
Martin who will continue 

catechism classes.  
 

Thanksgiving and prayers 
for Pastor Gale as he pre-

pares to come to Peru!   
 

Please pray for further 
church workers to be sent 

to Peru.  
 

Please pray that the Lord 
will guide the mission team 
here as we say goodbye to 
the DiLibertos this month 

and Rachel in May.  
 

Please continue to pray for 
my Spanish  learning. 

 
Please pray for our ministry 

in La Victoria. Pray espe-
cially for the children and 
women we are trying to 

reach.    

To support my work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134 

On the memo line, mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.”  

This will then be forwarded on to the LCMS. You can also give directly 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  
Or securely online at the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/worden. 

All Things New  
 In baptism the Old Adam, the sinner, is killed and the New Man rises  
and lives in God’s grace. Well, my life over the last month has been filled 
with many new beginnings.  
 In my personal life, I 
have moved! The new apart-
ment is not furnished, so for the 
first time in my life I got to go 
furniture shopping and decorate 
a home. Then I had to figure out 
how to put together the new 
furniture when the instructions 
were all in Spanish! Thankfully  
instructions come with pictures.  
  The end of February, I 
was blessed to be able to return to language school. Everyday the struggle 
between my Old Adam and New Man is evident in language learning. The 
Old Adam is undisciplined and wants to give up. My New Man with the di-
rection of the Holy Spirit is the one who studies hard, practices and wants to 

learn Spanish to serve the people here. 
Thankfully with God’s help my new 
Adam has been prevailing, and I am be-
ginning to see the light through the 
clouds in my Spanish abilities. I know 
that I still have a long way to go, but it 
is finally getting a little easier to talk 
with people and understand the Span-
ish world around me. Praise the Lord     

for this!  
 The final new thing is that I have accepted a new title on the mission 
field. Anthony DiLiberto, a missionary  and current director of the Mercy 
House, will be returning to the States to attend seminary.  With Anthony 
leaving I have accepted the title and responsibility of Interim Director of the 
Mercy House until Pastor Gale arrives on the field. Please pray for my ability 
to fulfill this role and the responsibility which comes with it.  

 

Grammar Class with Diana  

 


