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“¡Mamá! ¡La Gringa esta aquí!” 
        The little girl peaks through the crack in the 
door, a huge grin spreads across her face and 
then she slams the door. “¡Mamá! ¡La Gringa esta 
aquí!” Mama, the gringa is here! Standing on the 
steps, I can hear feet running and excited voices. 
The door opens slowly and the old man gives me 
a big smile, welcoming me into his home. I get no 
further than inside the doorway, and I’m tackled 
in a hug by my little friend. She tells me she 
missed me and loves me.   Then Kelly, her Aunt 
gives me a big hug and kisses. I have a nice visit 

with the whole family. It is Kelly who is my friend, whom I came to visit, 
and yet in this home visit, the Lord uses me not just to care for Kelly, but 
for her whole family.  

I met Kelly a couple of months ago in 
La Victoria when we were telling parents 
about our program. At that point my 
Spanish was pretty rough. After listening 
to me try to explain to several moms what 
we were doing, Kelly jumped right in and 
began helping me talk to the parents and 
spread the news. Kelly knows no English 
yet she bore with me all day and helped 
me to express myself clearly. Since then, 
Kelly has been coming to help us with 
events on a regular basis. She Lives with 
her father, her sister and her niece. She 
has no children of her own, and is very poorly educated, I don’t think she 

can read or write.   Yet she loves God’s children and has been a 
huge blessing to them and to me. I suspect that the Lord is also 
using me to be a blessing in her life in ways which I am not yet 
aware of.  

Even with my limited Spanish and limited cultural understand-
ing, the Lord uses me to show His care for His people. All I have to 
do is show up, and I am greeted with hugs and joy. The Lord does 
the rest.  

Hey Gringo!  
We’ve all heard this term be-

fore. In the States we encounter 
Spanish speakers who refer to us 
white Americans as “gringos.” In 
Peru, I hear this much more.  

Being called gringo so often 
has made me wonder what ex-
actly is a gringo? Why do people 
call us that? During the Mexican 
American War in 1846, the 
American Army wore green uni-
forms and the Mexican soldiers 
shouted “Green go (home)!” But 
their words ran together and 
sounded like “greengo.” In Span-
ish the E sound is represented 
with the letter i so, it was written 
“gringo.” Today this word has 
spread to be a popular name 
throughout Latin America for 
Americans.   

In Peru gringo has no nega-
tive connotation. It is simply a 
statement of who I am: a fair 
skinned person from the USA. In 
a world full of dark skinned An-
dean people, Asians with their 
skinny eyes, and the tall, thin 
beauties of Spanish decent, I stick 
out like a sore thumb. I’m a 
gringo and proud to be!  

Kelly 

Kelly & I handing out snacks to the kids.  



For more news updates, stories & photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail 469 Paw Paw Ave Watervliet, MI 49098 

“For unto you 

is born this 

day in the city 

of David a 

Savior, who 

is Christ  

the Lord.” 
Matt 24:44 

Merry  

Christmas!  

A Christmas in Two Worlds!  
Christmas for me was an embodiment of who I am now; it was an 

event spent in two worlds. I live a life with part of me in the states with 
those I love and my first culture and part of me here in Peru learning to 
love new things and new people. Not only was I here in Peru for Christmas 
with my church and family here, I was also at home in the states with my 
family there.   

I enjoyed a beautiful Christmas 
celebration with the church here in 
Peru on Christmas Eve. The church 
was full, and we celebrated the 
birth of our savior. The music was 
beautiful, the message was pure 
Gospel and the people were filled 
with the joy of our Savior. Gifts 
were given in the Peruvian style 
and lots of Paniton and Chocolate 
Caliente (a sweet fruit bread and 
hot chocolate) were had by all. One of our church members had me over 

for a wonderful Christmas dinner.  
       Then after the celebrations when 
all the world was sleeping waiting for 
Santa to come, I was flying over the 
equator, headed home for Christmas 
with family. I made it home Christ-
mas Day for a traditional American 
Christmas with my family. I had a 
chance to rest from work, get hugs 
from my mother, play with my niece 
and laugh with my best friends. I 
couldn’t have imagined a better 
Christmas gift.  

 

Christmas party with the people in  Los Olivos.  

My Family  

mailto:caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org


Teaching in Spanish 
This week at the Mercy House, I began teaching 

IN SPANISH!  This marks a major step forward for me 
in my confidence  and my abilities . Besides that it 
was just a lot of FUN! I can’t wait to grow in skills 
and be more involved  there.  

There are many opportuni-

ties to serve as short-term 

or GEO missionaries. 

Check out the current list 

and download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service. Click on “Service 

Opportunities.” 

 

Prayer Requests  

Praises & Thanksgiving 

Join me in giving thanks to 
God for a solution to the 

issues which had arisen with 
my social work licensing.  

 
Please pray for healing and 

recovery for my ankle.  
 

Please pray for Juan, Flor, 
Omar, Trisha, Martin, and 

Martin who are currently in 
catechism classes.  

 
Thanksgiving and prayers 

for Pastor Gale and his fam-
ily as they fundraise and 

prepare to come to Peru!   
 

Please continue to pray for 
my Spanish  learning. 

 
Please pray for our ministry 
in La Victoria. January and 

February will continue to be 
extra busy as the children 
have their summer break.  

 
Thanksgiving for time with 

family at Christmas.  

Thanksgiving for the birth of 

Eliana Grace DeLiberto.  

To support my work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134 

On the memo line, mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.”  

This will then be forwarded on to the LCMS. You can also give directly 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  
Or securely online at the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/worden. 

Shadow Students  
We had a great group of mission students 

join us. They are all in college for some form of 
church work and shadowed us for two weeks to 
see what life on the mission field is really all 
about. It was a great learning experience and 
everyone had a great time.  

¡Club de Verano! 
      Summer Club  
has started in La 
Victoria. Twice a 
week we are hold-
ing workshops for 
the children. The 
workshops involve 
a Bible story, Eng-
lish and sports. We 
have 16 kids regis-
tered and typically 
10 come each day.  

  Thank you for your support and partnership!     In Christ,   

Caitlin Worden  

Mission Work is 
Dangerous!  

I fell while play-
ing tag with the 
kids. I tore the 
ligament in my 

ankle and 
chipped the 

bone. The doctor 
says three weeks 

in the cast.  

  Lunahuana  
This farming community is built around a valley in 
the foothills south of Lima. Just before Christmas I 
traveled there to visit old contacts and friends of 

the mission. Life 
away from the 
riches of the 
capital is starkly 
different.  

A home of friends in 
Lunahuana 

 

 

 

 


