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Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy 

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú  

 

Six Months in Peru 
 In March, I hit the six month mark. It  seems like I just got here last week, yet already six months have 
passed and a quarter of my time here is already gone. While six months has passed extremely quickly, I got a 
glimpse the other week of just how far I’ve come during that time.   
 I went with my language school to the outskirts of Lima to see ruins of a Pre-Incan city. The other stu-
dents on the trip had all been in Peru for only a few weeks and were here as tourists. The trip was what at 
this point I would call a typical Peruvian experience. The taxi driver and the teacher from school didn’t know 
where the ruins were, so we had to stop three times to ask for directions. The roads were dirt, full of pot-
holes at some points and flooded at others. At times, we weren’t even driving on the road but simply across 
the middle of desert wasteland. Inside the van the ride was rather bumpy and we were thrown around a lit-
tle. It was dusty, dirty, and smelled like rotting trash and urine. When we arrived at the ruins, there was no 
tour guide due to a miscommunication. Instead, a security guard simply pointed us in the right direction. So, 
there was no history lesson and no help, just ruins in the desert to wander through.  
 On the way home, I listened to the other students groan at every bump in the road, cry in pain as 
their head hit the roof. They mumbled about the fact that no one knew where we were going and com-
plained for the lack of guide and the money they’d wasted. They spoke to each other in English instead of 
practicing and improving their Spanish. As I sat and quietly listened to all this, a smile slowly grew across my 
face.  
 In the last six months that I have spent here in Peru, I have grown so much. Things that 
were once difficult for me have now become a normal part of life. I still have much to learn  
and many ways to grow but I am finally becoming accustomed to life here in Peru. This was  
the best trip I have yet to go on during my time  here and not because of anything I saw or  
experienced but simply because of what God used it to reveal to me about myself.   



For more news updates, stories & photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail 469 Paw Paw Ave Watervliet, MI 49098 

Surely He has 
borne our griefs 
and carried our 
sorrows; yet we  
esteemed Him 

stricken, smitten 
by God, and  

afflicted. But He 
was wounded for 
our transgres-
sions; He was 

crushed for our  
iniquities; upon 

Him was the  
chastisement that 
brought us peace, 

and with His 
stripes we are 

healed.    
 

Isaiah 53:4-5  

 

Confirmation  
 The first weekend of March we were blessed to welcome into our 
congregation three new Peruvian members of the Lutheran Church: 
Patricia,  Flor and Omar. Patricia’s husband is an American who grew up in 
the LCMS. Since they started coming 6 months ago, they have both been 
very active in the congregation. Flor owns a small Laundromat in the city. 
She is soft spoken with a huge servant heart. Both her sister-in-law and 
niece are communicant members of La Mision Luterana. Omar was our 
third confirmad. Omar is an avid and hungry student of the scriptures. He’s 
the kind of member that every church worker hopes for. Omar has ex-
pressed interest in continuing to study the Lutheran doctrine and becom-
ing a Pastor. Please remember him in your prayers. We are thrilled to now 
have these brothers and sisters receiving the Lord’s Supper with us.  

 Thank You! 
A big thank you to the Lutheran Heritage 
Foundation, who donated to us 700 Bi-
bles in Spanish with Luther’s Small Cate-
chism in the front. Thank you to everyone 
for your prayers and donations!   

Lent in La Mision Luterana  
 This being my first Lenten season as a church worker, it has been 
busy. I’ve enjoyed seeing our small congregation so active during lent. 
We’ve had mid-week services every week which have typically had two or 
three in addition to the mission team. Our Sunday services have averaged 
around 18-20. As always, lent has given us a chance to reflect upon the suf-
fering of our Savior for our sake. As a church, we’ve spent a lot of time 
learning about our own suffering and how we are to view suffering in light 
of God’s promises.  We look forward to Easter and the final resurrection.  

Mission Team & Confirmads  
Left to Right: Pastor Mark, Patricia, Rachel, Flor, me, Anthony and Omar.  
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There are many opportuni-

ties to serve as short-term 

or GEO missionaries. 

Check out the current list 

and download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service. Click on “Service 

Opportunities.” 

Prayer Requests  

Praises & Thanksgiving 
 

Praise the Lord for the con-
firmation of Flor, Omar and 

Patricia.  
 

Please pray for Eduardo as 
the Lord works in his heart, 
to teach him about grace.   

 
Thanksgiving and prayers 
for Pastor Gale and Pastor 
Burch as they prepare to 

come to Peru!   
 

Pray for safe travel as Ra-
chel and I take a short vaca-
tion to the Peruvian Amazon 

after Easter.  
 

Please pray that the Lord 
will guide the mission team 
here as we’ve said goodbye 
to the DiLibertos and soon 

to Rachel.  
 

Please pray that God guides 
me and gives me wisdom in 
my role as interim director 

of the mercy house.  
 

Pray for Spanish learning. 
 

Please pray for ministry in 
La Victoria. Pray especially 

for the children and women 
we are trying to reach.    

To support my work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134 

On the memo line, mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.”  

This will then be forwarded on to the LCMS. You can also give directly 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  
Or securely online at the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/worden. 

Potlucks: A German tradition?  
We all know and love the potluck as a 
part of our Lutheran church culture.  
But is the potluck simply a part of 
our German heritage? NO. Peruvi-
ans enjoy the Lutheran potluck just 
as much as the rest of us. A few 
months ago  a Peruvian member 
asked why we didn’t have pot-

lucks. Since then she has been organizing such 
fellowship meals to happen about once a 
 month. The congregation has really     
           bonded over these meals and the 
         time in fellowship.  

 

         Learning the Social  
  Systems of a Whole New World 
 In order to work effectively  as a social worker in Peru, I first need to 
learn a little about the social systems in Peru. To do this, we hired a well re-
spected professor of social work. During the whole month of March, I had a 
private class with her to learn about the government and private social ser-
vice agencies and programs in Peru.  
 The Peruvian government is aware of many of the social issues for 
their people but they are still very young in the process of learning to fight 
poverty. Their attempts have been filled with failures and ineffective efforts. 
For example, the government has a school lunch program for poor communi-
ties, which is known by the people for having killed children due to bacteria 
in the food the government provided. Peru has a long way to come yet, but 
at least their government is taking note of the problems.  
 Until the government is better able to care for its people, we as the 
church can pay attention to the social problems and failings of the govern-
ment and step into this gap. We are called to show mercy and  care for these 
people who are without care or help.  


