
Happy  Thanksgiving!  
 I pray that you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving full of 
happy moments with those you 
love and a chance to praise God 
for the wonderful gifts He has 
given to us.  
 It was a little strange 
spending Thanksgiving in a 
country that doesn’t celebrate 
it. I got to explain the holiday to 
many of my Peruvian friends. As one of my friends told me, Peruvians love 
their food. Every holiday here is about food! It was interesting for them to 
learn about a holiday from another country where the food is so important.  
 I often feel like I don’t have a culture being American. Because we 
are such a melting pot taking things from many different cultures, it is hard 
to say what is American culture and not German or Irish  or Italian culture. 
Our individualism also makes it difficult to identify our culture, because the 
things that are traditions and part of my cultural background are not true 
for all Americans. We are a young country which has not yet developed 
much history of unique culture. Peruvians have specific dances, foods, 
clothing, languages  and many other things which distinguish their culture 
and even distinguish the people from one part of Peru from others. I en-
joyed Thanksgiving greatly because it is a holiday that truly belongs to 
America and no where else in the world. It is a holiday which has the his-
tory of our country tied up in it, and it is all about the love that we have for 
each other and for the Lord who has given us such wonderful gifts.  

 We had a wonderful gathering here of 
our mission family and other American 
friends. We had a huge turkey, potatoes, 
sweet potatoes, even stuffing  
and sweet corn which came  
from the States. I praise  
God for this Thanksgiving  
with a Peruvian twist.  
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Misericordia Triunfante 
Mercy Triumphant – James 2:13-14 

 “I’m dreaming of a white 
Christmas” in SUMMER?  

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
   It’s true, it’s summer in Peru. 
The flowers are blooming  and 
the birds are singing. Yet, the 

people are drinking hot choco-
late and singing about snow. 
    I expected the holiday sea-
son in Peru to reflect the fact 
that we are in the southern 
Hemisphere but Christmas 

here is very North American. 
The fake Christmas trees are 
all fir trees, and the trees in 
the city square are triangles 
covered in grass sod. All the 
decorations are covered in 
snowflakes and snowmen. I 
expected to find palm trees 
decorated, and Santa to be 

wearing bright shorts and sun-
glasses. If it wasn’t for the high 

temperature, flowers and 
birds, I’d think I was still in the 

northern hemisphere.  

 

 



Bible class 

 

  Bible School  
 In November, we were blessed to have a Bible 
School for the street children in La Victoria. It was a 
great success. We walked the streets and invited new 
children and met new mothers and families. We 
aimed to have 30 children there and the Lord sent 

more than 40 every day! The focus of the week was on Christ as our 
teacher, Christ who  feeds us, and Christ who loves us (Education, Health 
and Life, our three ministry focuses, in La Victoria). It is important  
for the people to understand that everything  
we do for them is only because God first does  
it for us. It is Him that fills us and flows through  
us every time we show Mercy  to others.   

For more news updates, stories & photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail 469 Paw Paw Ave Watervliet, MI 49098 

Therefore you 

also must 

be ready, 

for the  

Son of Man 

is coming at  

an hour you 

do not expect. 
Matt 24:44 

Happy Advent!  

 

Pastor ministering to church 
members in Los Olivos.  

  Our Ministry  
While some of you may intimately know our  
ministry I realize some of you have no clue  
what we are doing on a daily basis. Every  
Sunday we have a morning Bible Study and  
Divine Service in Spanish at the Church in San Borja. We typically have an 

attendance of 10  people at Bible 
Study. There is a Catechism class that 
meets Sunday morning as well. It cur-
rently has 7 people participating. Apart 
from these adults we also have an-
other  3 currently going through mem-
bership classes. Our church in Los 

Olivos has Divine Service every Sunday evening. We are in La Victoria every 
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday helping with tutoring and teaching reading.  
We are also in La Victoria many Saturdays to play  
in the park and build relationships with the kids.  
On Wednesdays and Thursdays, we have English  
events at the Church in San Borja. This is a great  
way to bring in many new people and show mercy  
to the middle class neighborhood where our  
church is located.  

mailto:caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org


  I pray you all have a blessed Christmas! I will spend 

mine both here in Peru and in the States with my family. I 

have an over-night flight Christmas Eve. I have both Christmas 

and New Years at home. The time with family will be a wonder-

ful blessing. I will tell you all about it in the next newsletter!  

Thank you for your support and partnership! 
In Christ,   

Caitlin Worden  

There are many opportuni-

ties to serve as short-term 

or GEO missionaries. 

Check out the current list 

and download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service. Click on “Service 

Opportunities.” 

 

Prayer Requests  

Praises & Thanksgiving 

Praise God for the wonder-
ful Thanksgiving had by all 
and for the holidays still 

coming.  
 

Please pray for my social 
work licensing requirements  

as there have been unex-
pected challenges.  

 
Thanksgiving for Tao’s sur-
gery which went success-

fully.  
 

Please pray for Juan, Flor, 
Omar, Trisha and our two 

Martins who are currently in 
catechism classes.  

 
Thanksgiving and prayers for 
Pastor Gale and his family as 
they fundraise and prepare 

to come to Peru!   
 

Please continue to pray for 
my Spanish learning.  

 
Please pray for our ministry 

in La Victoria. December, 
January and February will be 

extra busy as the children 
have their summer break.  

 
Pray for safe travel as I re-
turn home for Christmas.   

To support my work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134 

On the memo line, mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.”  

This will then be forwarded on to the LCMS. You can also give directly 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  
Or securely online at the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/worden. 

Ministry Moment: The Lord’s Provision 
 During November one of 
our church members, Tao, had 
surgery. This has been a trying 
time for her and her daughter, 
Rosa, forcing them to rely on the 
Lord and trust in His provision 
and His promises. Even though 
Tao doesn’t speak any English 
and my Spanish is still very bro-
ken, I had the honor to be able to 
be with them during this time. 
Rosa and I prayed while her mother was being prepped for surgery and then 

we waited with the Lord’s peace.  The surgery 
went well and Tao came out in pain but with a 
smile. She hugged her daughter and told her 
how she loved her. Much to my surprise Tao 
hugged me with the same sense of force and 
told me the same words. I love you. I have been 
touched by the faith and love of this woman, 
despite our limited verbal communication. Be-

fore Rosa and I had to leave the hospital we bowed our heads in a prayer of 
thanks to the Lord for His provision for this family.  I prayed my first ever 
prayer in a broken Spanish, filled with mis-conjugated verbs,  mis-
pronounced words  and memory gaps. Yet despite my failures , the Lord 
heard our prayer and Tao had tears in her eyes knowing what He has done 
for her, that day and in her baptism. 

Rosa and I waiting  

Rosa & Tao 


