
Visiting the historical city center with my language school. 

With language school, I visited the ocean and 
learned about Peru’s colonial period.  

Language Study  
 My life here in Peru has begun with intense 
Spanish Study.  I have about  four hours of class 
each morning. Half of that time is spent in grammar 
class, the other half is conversation class where I get 
to put into practice everything I learned in gram-
mar. After classes are finished I have a break for 
lunch, and then I have cultural activities in the after-
noon that force me to practice Spanish. Some times 
these are trips to museums or restaurants, some-
times they 
are movies 
or  work- 
shops  
about the  
economy  
of Peru. I  

have been enjoying seeing the city and learning about the people of 
Peru while beginning to learn their language.  
 Learning the language of the people is of the utmost impor- 
ance. Our God has given us His word as a flexible, tangible, living  
thing. It crosses all cultural borders, all language barriers and all divi- 
sions created by sin.  Being a tool of the Word and the messenger of 
it, I must then also learn to cross cultural borders, and language bar- 
riers.  
       This takes a lot of time  
      work, and I’m learning a lot of humility and patience too. I  
      have to constantly remind myself that I’ve only been studying  
      this language for a few months. Children listen to a language for 
      years before they start speaking and even then it takes them 
      several more years before they learn to write and speak it  
      properly. I keep praying for understanding,  
      patience and humility. My goal is simply to  
      be able to communicate in Spanish.   
      If I achieve any greater skill with the  

language while  I am here it will be  
only by the grace of God.  
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Misericordia Triunfante 
Mercy Triumphant – James 2:13-14 

News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru 

Enjoying a much needed study break at starbucks 
with a team that  came down to help. Thankfully 
they still have Starbucks here!  



For more news updates, stories & photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail 469 Paw Paw Ave Watervliet, MI 49098 

 

Senor de Los Milagros  
 October in Peru is the month of the Miracles. This is because the 
month belongs to “Senor de los Milagros” or the Lord of the Miracles. This 
is a religious celebration of the Catholic church here in Peru but it is cele-
brated by all Peruvians alike, Catholic or not. Today, it is said to be one of 
the largest processions of the Catholic church in the World.  
 Senor de los Milagros is said to be Jesus Christ, but the Lord of the 
Miracles and his theology look nothing akin to the Christ I know to be my 
savoir.  An African slave painted a picture of a black Jesus hanging on the 
cross, shortly afterwards an earthquake hit the city and it is said that the 
painting was the only thing to survive. It  was called a miracle and for hun-
dreds of years now miracles are said to have happened around this paint-
ing.  
 The painting of Senor de los Milagros is processed around the city 
of Lima throughout the whole month of October, visiting the streets, the 
hospitals  and the poor. People flood the streets praying to Senor de los 
Milagros and worshiping this idol. In a musical that I saw depicting the his-
tory and meaning of the festival, the main number was a woman who sang 
“I sing begging for the salvation of myself and my town.” Many people be-
lieve that if they only pray hard enough the Lord of Miracles will visit them 
and they will be saved. This theology of glory is harmful to the soul; teach-
ing that our salvation depends upon us and not upon Christ’s actions on 
the cross alone.  
 We have a God who has given to us freely  our salvation because of 
His divine goodness and fatherly love for us; not because we beg for it.  We 
also have a God who does perform miracles and promises good things to 
those who trust in him. But those good gifts are the gifts of salvation and 
everlasting life in Heaven. They are riches and miracles we will see on the 
day of His return but not necessarily in our earthly lives.  

For by grace 
you have 

been saved  

through 
faith. And 
this is not 
your own  

doing; it is 
the gift of 
God, not a  

result of 
works, so 

that no one 
may boast. 

Ephesians 2:8-9   

mailto:caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org


 Mercy Night  
         As a congregation we talked 
about the grace and mercy God shows 
to us and why in response we show 
mercy to others.  It was a great oppor-
tunity for the church in San Borja to 

consider its 
relationship with the 
rest of the city and 
our work in La Victo-
ria.  (Shown in photos 

left and right.)   

There are many opportuni-

ties to serve as short-term 

or GEO missionaries. 

Check out the current list 

and download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service. Click on “Service 

Opportunities.” 

Thank you for your support and partnership! 

 

Prayer Requests  

Praises & Thanksgiving 

 

Thanksgiving for the Health 

Fair, Forum and Mercy 

Night.  

 

Prayers for the upcoming 

Bible School in La Victoria.  

 

Please pray for new mission-

aries who will be starting in 

the Dominican Republic in 

November.  

 

Safe travel for Rachel as she 

goes to the States for 

Thanksgiving.  

 

Please pray for Tao, a 

church member, who needs 

surgery.  

 

Thanksgiving for Pastor 

Joshua Gale, who has ac-

cepted the call to Lima. 

Prayers for his family as 

they fundraise and make the 

move here.  

 

Please pray for Juan, Flor 

and Omar who are currently 

in catechism classes.  

 

Please continue to pray for 

my Spanish learning.  

 

 

To support my work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134 

On the memo line, mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.”  

This will then be forwarded on to the LCMS. You can also give directly 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  
Or securely online at the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/worden. 

 Health Fair  
 During October, we were able to hold a health 
fair in La Victoria at our Mercy House. We educated the 
children and community about healthy living. The lord 
has been blessing our activities 
in La Victoria and we have had 
many children with whom to 
work. We are starting to see 
the same faces again and again. 
It has been a real blessing to 
begin building trust 
and relationship 
with these children. 
(Shown in the pictures 
to the left.)   

Regional Forum 
    We were blessed 
with visitors from our 
institutional partners 
and other churches to 
help us plan for the fu-
ture of the church in 
Peru. It was a blessing 
to spend time looking 
at the big picture and 
the future of our mis-
sion. (The group is shown 

in the photo below.)   

Puppy Love 
       This month my  
roommate and I decided 
to get a puppy! Her name 
is Canchita which is Span-
ish for Popcorn!  We’ve 
been having lots of fun 
learning all about  potty 
training and chew toys.  


