
 I have made it! I am finally here, on the ground in Peru. After all the 
months of talking about it, planning for it, and praying, the time has finally 
come! On September 1, I said my goodbyes to the church at a Missionary 
Sending Service and a going away party with my friends and family. Then, I 
traveled to the Dominican Republic for a retreat with the whole Latin Amer-
ica Team. Finally, on September 15, 2013, I arrived in the Lima airport!!! 
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Misericordia Triunfante 
Mercy Triumphant – James 2:13-14 

Winter Climate in Peru 

    Peru is south of the equa-
tor so the seasons are re-
versed. I arrived in Peru at the 
tail end of winter. Lima, 
where I am living, is known as 
a costal desert. The coast 
causes Lima to have a 95% 
humidity. The air feels damp 
and heavy. In winter, the 
temperature never drops be-
low 50°. Yet, the humidity 
make this a bone chilling 50°. 
Despite the humidity, Lima is 
still a desert. This means that 
it never rains as we think of 
rain, it only mists. Due to the 
lack of rain, it is incredibly dry 
and dusty here.  In the win-
ter, Lima is under cloud cover 
most of the time; the sun is a 
rare surprise. I am anxiously 
awaiting the  arrival of Sum-
mer. October will bring our 
spring and hopefully more 
sun.  

Saying Goodbyes  
 It is always difficult in 
life when we must say good-
bye to those we love and care 
about. However, the excite-

ment for the adventure to 
come makes goodbyes much 
easier for those who leave 
than those who stay behind. I 
was touched to be the recipi-
ent of such an outpouring of 
love and prayers as I said 
goodbye to family and friends. 
The members of Salem Lu-
theran Church, my home con-
gregation, held a missionary 
sending service where the 

church acknowledge that they have ownership in the Lord’s work in Peru. 
The church charged me with carrying out a service of love, a true confession 
and a clear proclamation of the Gospel. It was an awe inspiring moment for 
me to be standing before the altar of the Lord being charged with carrying 
out His mission. I can only pray that He works through His humble servant.  
 After the service it was time to party! My parents  
threw me a going away party. I was blessed by the  
presence of many friends and family. We enjoyed some  
Peruvian food and Pisco Sours. We laughed and cried  
a little too! I left my home blessed with fresh hugs  
and memories of those I hold most dear in my life.  

Missionary Sending Service at Salem LCMS 



 

For more news updates, stories & photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail 469 Paw Paw Ave Watervliet, MI 49098 

The missionaries serving in Latin America  
(taken at the regional retreat)  

Regional Retreat!  
 My very first introduction to the mission field was the Latin Ameri-
can Regional Retreat held in the Dominican Republic. We try to get to-
gether as a region every two years with the goals of mutual  edification, 
renewal, and further training for the field. This year Rev. Dan McMiller 
was our keynote speaker, and he led us in a Bible study on unity in diver-
sity, and we touched on ways to do crosscultural ministry effectively. 
What a blessing it was to be surrounded by both new and veteran mis-
sionaries sharing and growing together for a week! I was able to learn 
much from the veterans and get to know the region and the people of 
Latin America better through all of their experiences.   
 The region includes many countries in the Caribbean, Central and 
South America, check out the map. Peru, the Dominican Republic, Spain, 
Jamaica, and the Cayman Islands were represented at the retreat as these 
are countries where we have foreign missionaries serving.   

Regional Forum  
 Many of the countries with 
more established churches, who 
were not represented at the re-
treat will be with us for a forum 
coming up in October. This forum 
will have  church leaders from 
around the world. It will be a 
chance to  introduce them to the 
new church here in Peru. Also, for 
us to talk together about the fu-
ture of the Peruvian Lutheran 
Church and it’s relationship with 
the other Lutheran churches. 
Please pray for this forum and our 
relationship with the other Lutheran churches.  

And they sang a 
new song, saying, 

 

“Worthy are you to 
take the scroll 
and to open its 

seals, for you were 
slain, and  

by your blood you  
ransomed people 

for God from  
every tribe and  
language and  

people and nation, 
and you have 
made them a 
kingdom and 

priests to our God, 
and they shall 

reign on the 

earth.”  
 

Revelation 5:9-10 

anactivemercy.wordpress.com
mailto:caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org


Jamie, Anthony, Rachel, Me & Rosa 
at dinner my first week in Peru!  

The Pastor’s family flew from the Domini-
can Republic to Peru with me and helped 

me get settled in.  

There are many opportuni-

ties to serve as short-term 

or GEO missionaries. 

Check out the current list 

and download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service. Click on “Service 

Opportunities.” 

 

Prayer Requests  

Praises & Thanksgiving 

 

First, we praise and Thank 

God for my safe arrival to 

the field.  

 

Praises and Thanks for the 

Missionary Retreat in the 

Dominican Republic. 

 

Please continue to pray for 

my Spanish learning. Learn-

ing a new language is a bit 

overwhelming and difficult 

for me.  

 

In October we have a forum 

with the churches in South 

America and Health Clinic 

in La Victoria. Please pray 

for the people we are work-

ing with during these events.  

 

We are currently looking for 

a new secretary/office man-

ager. Please pray that we 

find a capable Peruvian to 

fill this need.  

 

Praise the Lord for providing 

us a new and larger worship 

space and office. Please pray 

for us as we make the transi-

tion to the new location in 

October.   

To support my work financially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  
40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134 

On the memo line, mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.”  

This will then be forwarded on to the LCMS. You can also give directly 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  
Or securely online at the LCMS website at www.lcms.org/worden. 

First Impressions of Peru! 

 I have been in Peru for two 
weeks now. I am living in San Borja, an 
upper middle class district of the capital 
city, Lima. The city of Lima is beautiful. It 
is a massive city which feels like it never 
ends. I have everything I could ever want 

or need right here in one place. No more Saturday trips into town to go to 
the mall. The mall is right here within walking distance from my house!  
 I’ve started language school,  
which is great! Languages don’t come  
easily to me so I’m studying hard. I 
know I’m learning a lot and putting it 
into practice every day when I go to 
the store, take a taxi or get dinner.  
 The church has been very ex-
cited by my arrival. Everyone has wel-
comed me with open arms and kind 

words. I am so excited to be here 
and can’t wait to see what the Lord 
has in store for me, the mission, 
and the people of Peru. 
 

Lomo Saltado.  
My new favorite food. 

The bull is an important icon to 
Peruvians, believed to bring 

blessing & fertility. 

Thank you for your support and partnership! 

In Christ,   

Caitlin Worden  


