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Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy  

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 

News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 

 Castillo Fuerte Casa de Misericordia 
(Mighty Fortress Mercy House) is the mercy arm of 
the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod’s mission in 
Lima, Peru.  Our mission is to serve the communi-
ty, showing them the love of Christ by caring for 
both the body and soul. Castillo Fuerte works in 
three ministry areas to achieve this goal, educa-
tion, life, and health.   
 In La Victoria our mercy house works in a 
slum near the large market of Gamarrah. This is a 
dangerous neighborhood with a lot of need. We 
seek to support the families and school systems in 
this community to raise children who know the 
Lord and are successful, productive members of 
society.  

¿Misericordia?  
 Why such a focus on Mercy? What’s the big deal about the church showing mercy to the community? 
Christ spent His ministry here on earth preaching and teaching about the kingdom but also forgiving sins, and 
healing sicknesses. Following the example of our Lord has set for us, we as His church do ministry in the same 
              way. Every Sunday when we go to the Lord’s  
              house He fills us with His mercy, forgiveness,  
              and love. After we have received these gifts,  
              we are called as Christians to share these gifts  
              with the world around us.  
                  If we as Christians don’t show physical  
              mercy and care to our brothers, then we give  
              them an empty gospel. We say with our words 
              that there is a God who loves and cares for  
              them as only a father can. However, with our  
              actions we tell them that this God does not  
              care about them very much because he allows 
              them to continue suffering.    



“The steadfast 

love of the 

LORD never 

ceases; his  

mercies never 

come to an end; 

they are new 

every morning; 

great is your 

faithfulness.” 

Lamentations  

3:22-23  

For more news updates, stories and photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 

Before  

One Year of Castillo Fuerte!  
 In July of 2013, Castillo Fuerte celebrated its grand opening. It was 
months after that, before the first regularly scheduled program began. In just 
over a year, we have come so far. Castillo Fuerte now has regularly scheduled 
programs five days a week.  We have a staff of four, two missionaries and two 
part-time Peruvians and a group of ever growing volunteers.  We have children 
we considere our own, and we have families that know and trust us to be there 
for them.  
 In the year that Castillo Fuerte has been 
active, we have had large scale events that 
helped the community 
as a whole. With the 
help of MOST minis-
tries, we held an eye-
glass clinic and a health 
fair. We have also held 
a VBS and Summer Club  
for the children and  
English Classes for both children and adults.   
Castillo Fuerte has sponsored family days and taken  
field trips to the zoo. We’ve been invited into homes and shared too many 
meals to count. What started as simply tutoring in the library and soccer in the 
        dirt has turned into a part of the community.  
    We give thanks to the Lord for the amazing year 
         that He has given us and for the strides we have made 
           with the community and the children. We praise the 
    Lord for the growth of Castillo Fuerte and ask that 
     He will continue to bless us with another year of 
              growth and service to  
                Him.  

Oh, 
what a 
diffe-
rence 
one 
year 
can 

make! 

 

After  



Prayer Requests,              
Praises &  

Thanksgiving  
 

Give glory to God for 
the growth and achie-

vements of Castillo 
Fuerte over the last 

year.  
 

Continue to pray for 
our children and fami-

lies in La Victoria.  
 

Please pray daily for 
the Staff that we may 
be a witness of God’s 

love and care for these 
people, bringing the 

light of the Gospel into 
thier lives.  

 
Give thanks for the 

very near arrival of Pas-
tor Joshua Gale and 

family. Pastor Gale will 
be opening a church 
alongside of Castillo 

Fuerte. 
  

Please continue to pray 
for the volunteers who 

help to run Castillo 
Fuerte. We give thanks 
to God for those that 

we have and are cons-
tantly praying and loo-

king for more.  

To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  

On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

Or securely online at the LCMS website www.lcms.org/worden.  

There are many oppor-

tunities to serve as a 

short-term missionary. 

Check out the list and 

download an applica-

tion at www.lcms.org/

service.  

Meet our Families  
 This is Beatrice. Her daughter, Claudia, has 
been a regular at Castillo Fuerte over the last year. In 
Beatrice’s words “Claudia is obsessed with the Cas-
tillo.” Her youngest son is 9 months old. Beatrice stays 
at home with the children, and her husband works in 
a print shop across the city.      

    Meet Piero and his brother Renato. These boys have 
   two older sisters, and their mother is currently pregnant.  
   Their mother has her own restaurant, and their father works 
   as a mechanic. Niether of Peiro’s parents have ever been  
   able to  come to Castillo Fuerte due to their taxing work  
   schedules. This family of six lives in a one bedroom apart- 
   ment.  

Our Parents Speak  
 We’ve been blessed now to hold two parents lunches. This has given us a 
great chance to get to know our families and to work together to serve the com-
munity. We look for their advice and input on the programs that we offer to the 
community. We hope to continue to get to know our families and let them inform 
and guide our work in the community.   
 Our parents have told us that Reading Club is the most important program 
we can offer their children. They report that their children don’t like to read and 
struggle with reading. While some of our parents don’t read themselves, they 
know that reading is the basis for all education and education is the key to the fu-
ture of their children.  
 The parents have also told us that they have seen changes in their children 
due to their involvement with Castillo Fuerte. Here’s what the parents say:  
 “My daughter has changed; now before bed she says mom we have to 
pray. Before reading the bible bored her, now I see her reading the bible on her 
own. She collects the memory verses from class, and they are taped up on our 
wall.” 
 “I have seen changes in both my son and daughter, and I am very happy. I 
love Castillo Fuerte. Thank You for your work with our children.” 
 “Because of Castillo Fuerte, I don’t have to worry about my children being 
in the streets or spending the whole afternoon watching TV.” 
 “My kids love the Castillo; they sit at home watching the clock waiting till 
they can come. ” 


