
January 2016  

Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy  

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 

News from Deaconess Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 

Ready to Go But Waiting 
 On January 3, 2016 I was commissioned as a deaconess of the Lutheran Church Mis-
souri Synod and installed as a missionary to the Office of International Mission Peru.  Finally 
all the studies are completed, the paperwork is done, the degree is in hand and I am officially 
a called deaconess of the LCMS. It feels so good to be able to say! I am excited to get back to 
the field and back to the work God has set before me. However, my doctor has placed a medi-
cal hold on my departure. I have been suffering for some time now from sinus headaches, ear 
aches and other such problems. While in the States I have been following up with a specialist. 
As the treatments have not been working, I will be having a minor surgery on my sinuses the 
end of January. After this surgery the doctor will set a travel date based on recovery. This will 
likely be a one month period with no flying. Please join me in prayer for a quick recovery as I 
am anxious to return. I believe I had also better ask that you pray for me to have patience dur-
ing this time of waiting. It is hard to wait on the Lord’s timing when it seems like everything 
has finally been made ready in our human eyes.  
  My family joined me to cele-

brate my commissioning.  



For more news updates, stories and photos follow me on Facebook, search for Caitlin Worden. 

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 

 Faith By Hearing  

 Faith comes by hearing; this is a top-
ic worth discussing. Often we say this with-
out really thinking about what it means. If 
faith comes by hearing, hearing what? Well 
as the apostle tells us faith comes by hear-
ing the word of Christ. But why, why does 
the Word produce faith? The Word is Christ 
and the Holy Spirit works faith in all those 
who hear it. All those who hear it, not just 
those who choose to listen to it. Recently in 
our mercy house in Peru we have been able 
to see just how the Word produces faith in 
all those who hear even those who are not 
listening.  

 A year ago Castillo Fuerte hired Jhon 
to help out with our expanding activities. Jhon is 22, has a child out of wedlock and has not yet lived up to 
those responsibilities. Jhon believes in the Lord, but does not belong to any church and is not really interest-
ed. Yet because Jhon works with us at Castillo Fuerte he attends chapel every day to help control the chil-
dren. Jhon hears the Word of Christ read, sermons preached and he hears us talking theology. After a time 
Jhon began to ask questions and to engage in study of the Word with us. Then about 6 months ago Jhon 
brought his girlfriend, Doris, to meet us. Castillo Fuerte was in need of a new miss to help with the young 
children and Doris was a perfect fit. So she began to work with us as well. Doris began to hear the Word eve-

ryday just as Jhon did. The two of them were 
not there to listen, they were not interested 
in the bible nor the word of God only in the 
job they were paid to do. Which is okay; as 
missionaries we did not push doctrine upon 
these two yet we have unapologetically spo-
ken the Word and allowed the Holy Spirit to 
work. And work the Holy Spirit certainly did 
for Jhon and Doris asked Pastor to baptize 
their son Smith, and Doris as well. (Jhon had 
been baptized as a baby.) The Holy Spirit 
works where the Word is and He works faith 
even among those who are not our intended 
target. We pray that He may continue to 
work faith in the lives of this family and all 
those who are within hearing.  

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through  

the word of Christ.   Romans 10:17-18   



Prayer Requests,              
Praises & Thanksgiving  

 
Please pray for the the staff 
of  Castillo Fuerte, for our 

children and families.  
 

Praise the Lord that the 
new mercy work has begun 
in Chorillos and in San Juan 

de Lurigancho.   
 

We ask the Lord’s blessings 
upon our partnership with 
the community board of 
San Jaun de Lurigancho.  

 
Please pray for a quick reco-

very after this minor sur-
gery so that I can return to 

Peru.  
 

We praise God that the 
Hosch Family is on their way 

to Lima, Peru.  
 

We thank God for the 
faithful service of the 

Eisolds. And ask for his bles-
sings in the next step of 

their lives.  
 

Praise the Lord for the bap-
tism of Doris and her son 

Smith.   
 

To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  

On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

There are many opportu-

nities to serve as a short-

term missionary. Check 

out the current list and 

download an application 

at www.lcms.org/service. 

Click on “Service Oppor-

tunities.” 

Castillo Fuerte San Juan de  
Lurigancho 

Castillo Fuerte is All Over the City!  
     In January 2016 Castillo Fuerte has  
        launched her first satellite locations, there are 
        now 3 locations to Castilllo Fuerte. Many of 
        you are familiar with Castillo Fuerte in La  
        Victoria with our soup kitchen, after-school 
        programs and general children’s ministries. 
        Well, Castillo Fuerte will represent more than 
        just this one location. Castillo Fuerte is the 
         mercy arm of the church in Peru. After about            
          two years of growing and establishing herself 
       Castillo Fuerte has now branched out to other 
areas of the city beginning new work. It is our hope that these activities of Cas-
tillo Fuerte will open the door for new churches just as Castillo Fuerte has al-
ready done in La Victoria.  
 The first of these is in Chorrillos, where  
Castillo Fuerte is running a day care in partner- 
ship with Krochet Kids. Krochet Kids is an  
American Non-profit which works with single  
mothers in poverty. The give the mothers a job, 
 education and help them to break the cycle of  
poverty and become self-stainable. In order for  
the mothers to participate in the program they  
need someone to take care of their young  
children. To this end Castillo Fuerte is providing 
a day care for these very young children. 
 The second location which also began work this month is San Juan de 
Lurigancho. This community is home to our staff members Jhon and Doris. It is 
through their ties that we have been invited into the community. This commu-
nity is made up of new residents to Lima who have come from the highlands. 
These families are extremely poor and suffer from a lack of resources. Yet they 
       are organized, working together  
      as a community for the better- 
      ment of all. Castillo Fuerte will be
      working in partnership with the 
      community to provide summer  
      club programs for the children  

          just like in La Victoria.  

Mothers at Krochet Kids working  

Chapel at the new Castillo Fuerte  


