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Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy  

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 

 A little boy sat by himself watching the other kids play, wanting to join but not knowing if he would 
be welcomed. This little boy had been rejected time and time again by his peers because he was different. 
Yes, Jahiro is different; Jahiro suffers from autism. Having a mental disability in La Victoria means being ig-
nored, mocked and rejected. La Victorians are the ones rejected by the rest of the city, taken advantage of 
by them, but within La Victoria they reject and take advantage of those with disabilities.   
 Jahiro has a hard time at school. He has a hard time making friends and acting appropriately in social 
situations. The other children avoid him or make fun of him. The teachers at school can't be bothered with 
him. He doesn't get the extra attention that he needs in school in order to learn. His mother struggles to be 
the a single mother of three children, one of which has special needs.  
 Through the work of Castillo Fuerte Jahiro has found a place where he is loved. Jahiro comes to Cas-
tillo Fuerte every day now. He eats his lunch with us; he brings his homework and completes it with individu-
al help from our teachers. He plays with the other kids, having positive social interactions. The kids have 
learned that Jahiro is different but we are all different and all children of God. Jahiro participates in chapel 
each day and has grown in his faith and understanding of Jesus' love for him. Jahiro memorized the Lord's 
Prayer and the basic order of worship. These simple things exercise his memory and increase his capabilities. 
 Since Jahiro has started participating with CF his mother has had a chance to relax and breathe. We 
have been able to help her as caregiver to have a break. She can take care of herself and the other children 
knowing that Jahiro is not out on the streets being taken advantage of but is safe with us at Castillo Fuerte.  

Jahiro Boys Vargas  
8 years old. Autistic.  

Child of God & Castillo Fuerte Kid  

News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 



For more news updates, stories and photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 

What’s the Future at Castillo Fuerte?  

 There are so many new and exciting things on the horizon for 
Castillo Fuerte and the work in Lima, Peru. The first of which is a new 
Pastor and his family coming to serve alongside us! The Rev. Eddie 
Hosch (pictured right) has recieved and accepted a call to be a missio-
nary in Lima. His family has already sold their house and completed mis-
sionary orientation. Please be praying for them as they fundraise and 
get ready to come to Peru.  
 While Eddie and his family are studying Spanish and getting 
ready to come, we are getting ready to recieve them. To this end, we 
are beginning to lay the ground work for another mercy house and Lut-
heran church. This will be in San Juan de Lurigancho (shown below) an 
area to the north of our current mercy house. San Juan de Lurigancho is 
a huge and growing area. It is currently the most highly populated area in the whole city. Parts of the district 

have been devoloped, but due to the growth and 
intense population density other parts still lack 
running water and medical services. Just as was 
done in La Victoria we hope to get to know the 
community and open doors with the mercy work 
which will lay the ground work for the new pastor. 
Please pray for us as we look into the needs of the 
community and how we can best share with them 
the love of Chirst.  
 I will be staying and working at Castillo 

Fuerte La Victoria! I have recieved a call from the Board of International Mission to stay in Lima as a Deaco-
ness at Castillo Fuerte Lutheran Church and the Director of the Mercy House in La Victoria. This means I will 
get to continue doing what I love, and serving the people God has given me. It will provide stability to the 
ministry in La Victoria and help us to continue growing. Praise God for His provision.  
 In the future months we will be starting three new programs at the mercy house in La Victoria. The 
first is a family club. We are seeking to encourage consistent attendance, growth and family life.  Through a 
series of requirements and rewards we hope to créate a club of families who truly belong to Castillo Fuerte 
instead of just kids who come on their own when they feel like it. We hope to be able to encourage the pa-
rents to be involved and aware of their children’s lives. I 
have also started an Hour of Chicas (shown right). This is a 
girls only program once a week, to spend time with the 
pre-teen and teenage girls encouraging them to start thin-
king about women’s issues through the eyes of our crea-
tor. The final new program is that of a Glass of Milk. This is 
a government program which provides breakfast to low-
income families. Castillo Fuerte is seeking to partner with 
the city government to become a distribution site for this 
program. Please keep all these many changes for the futu-
re in your prayers.  



Prayer Requests,              
Praises & Thanksgiving  

Pray for the the staff of  
Castillo Fuerte, for our  
children and families.  

Rejoice and give glory to the 
Lord! Castillo Fuerte has 

recieved our legal status as 
a NGO.  

Join me in rejoicing and pra-
ising the Lord for the call to 
stay as a missionary in Lima. 
Please pray for my commis-
sioning as a Deaconess and 
the process of fundraising 

and transition.   

Please pray for the adult 
confirmation students, in-

cluding Jeancarlos.  

Please pray for the girls club 
at Castillo Fuerte with pre-

teen and teenage girls. 

Pray for the new mercy 
work being in San Juan de 

Lurigancho.  

Pray for the Hosch Family 
who have been called to 

serve as missionaries to Li-
ma, Peru.  

Please pray for healing at 
Noah school and for Job 

and his family.  

To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  

On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

Or securely online at the LCMS website www.lcms.org/worden.  

There are many opportu-

nities to serve as a short-

term missionary. Check 

out the current list and 

download an application 

at www.lcms.org/service. 

Click on “Service Oppor-

tunities.” 

    The Steadfast love of the Lord  

never ceases, His mercies never end. 

They are new every morning,  

Great is your faithfulness.  
Lamentations 3  

A Busy Time!  
 Over the last two months Castillo Fuerte has once again expanded our 
programing. We took a field trip to the Zoo with 100 people in attendance 
again. The Peru Mission hosted its semi-annual forum, when partners and 
guest from all over the States and Latin America come to help us plan for the 
future of the mission. I was blessed to travel back to the States and visit with 
many of you. I completed my final deaconess class and graduated! I also spent 
time with my deaconess 
sisters at the Concordia 
Deaconess Conference. 
And finally, during all of 
this I moved! It’s been a 
busy two months filled 
with so many joys that its 
hard to tell you what was 
the best.  

 


