
August 2014  

Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy  

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 

News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 

 August in Lima was a busy and yet quiet 
month for me. Pastor Mark was still in the states, 
and so life at the church was a little quieter than nor-
mal. Yet being the only missionary in Lima meant 
that I was busy with random responsibilities that are 
normally shared. August marks the end of the North 
American summer, and we are sad to see it go. How-
ever, in Lima August marks the end of winter, and I 
was very glad to say goodbye.  With the end of the 
cloudy grey winter, I have been getting out again and 
enjoying all the beauty of this ancient city. The pho-
to to the right is breakfast on the street one morn-
ing, an avocado sandwich and warm quinoa to drink.  

  Regional Retreat 
 The last week of August the missionaries in  
Latin America were blessed to be able to join toget- 
her for a time of fellowship, prayer, study of the  
Word, worship, and recharging. This year the regional retreat was held in the Dominican Republic. Twenty- 
seven missionaries benefited from this week of time together. I personally enjoyed the comfort, wisdom, and 
understanding of more experienced missionaries. We had three new missionary families present at this re-
treat; it was fun to feel like the experienced missionary after having been on the field for a year.  



For more news updates, stories and photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 
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So faith comes 

from hearing,  

and hearing 

through the  

Word of Christ.  

Romans 10:17 

Focusing on the Bible  
 With the other missionaries leav-
ing the field, I became solely responsible 
for the bible school we teach every Satur-
day at Castillo Fuerte. I have really en-
joyed getting to teach theology and grow 
in my skills as a leader and teacher in the 
church. We’ve been using Luther’s Small 
Catechism in combination with the narra-
tive stories each week to teach the faith 
to these young children. Each week the 
kids have been memorizing the parts of 
the catechism and learning to confess the 
faith. Along with the fun of games, art 
projects, and music the kids have been 
enjoying getting into their bibles. They 
have been learning the books of the bible, 
learning to read it, and searching for the 

     answers to life within its pages.  

 It has been a joy for me to watch these children grow in their under-
standing of the bible and Christ’s love for them. I was reviewing an old testa-
ment story with Yulenka that she had read. Being from the Old Testament, the 
story didn’t directly have to do with Christ, so I asked Yulenka if this story had 
anything to do with Christ. She replied “Miss, they’re all about Jesus!” She 
then proceeded to tell me how this story from the Old Testament pointed to 
the coming of the Savior and how God fulfills his promises to us in the Cross.  

Studying the bible together  

Deaconess Intern Caitlin helping Sabastian  
memorize the Apostles’ Creed.  



Prayer Requests,              
Praises & Thanksgiving  

Praise the Lord for the time 
that Pastor Mark was able 
to spend in the states with 

family and donors.   

We give thanks to the Lord 
that my social work licen-

sing application was appro-
ved by the state of Missou-
ri. And I am finally a licen-

sed BSW.  

Please pray for the work in 
La Victoria as we prepare 
for the coming of a new 

Pastor.  

Pray for the the staff of  
Castillo Fuerte, for our chil-

dren and families.  

Praise God for the volun-
teers that He has given us in 
La Victoria. We continue to 
pray for new volunteers to 

work alongside us.  

We give thanks to God for 
his provision of a location to 
have worship in La Victoria. 

Praise God for the regional 
retreat that the missiona-
ries of Latin America were 

blessed to experience.  

To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  

On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

Or securely online at the LCMS website www.lcms.org/worden.  

There are many opportu-

nities to serve as a short-

term missionary. Check 

out the current list and 

download an application 

at www.lcms.org/service. 

Click on “Service Oppor-

tunities.” 

August with the Kids at Castillo Fuerte  

 During August I was not only the only mis-
sionary here in Lima, but both of our Peruvian staff 
took vacations the same week, and as a result I was 
left alone as the only adult at Castillo Fuerte. It hap-
pened to be my luck that this week when our staff 
was on vacation was also when the children were 
on vacation from school. As a result we had almost 
30 children every day 

for activities, and I was all alone with them. 
Thanks be to God I survived the week and my re-
lationship with the kids is actually stronger from 
the time we spent together. Despite my bad 
Spanish the kids and I had a ton of fun together, 
and we learned and played. By the time our staff 
returned from vacations, the kids were mocking 
my bad Spanish in love, and I, in turn, was doling out punishments in tickles.  

 Being short-staffed during this 
time gave our volunteers a chance to step
–up. The volunteers who came during 
those two weeks helped me to keep my 
sanity. For the first time ever, the entire 
day at Castillo Fuerte was actually run by 
volunteers in August. A volunteer planned 
and taught the class; another made the 
copies, bought the supplies, and prepared 
the snack. And yet another volunteer 

helped the kids with the assign-
ments. I was able to simply stand 
back and be amazed at the peo-
ple God had provided for me. On 
this day in August, I was able to 
see a glimpse of the future of 
Castillo Fuerte: a time when the 
ministries will be run by the vol-
unteers from the Peruvian Lu-
theran Church.  

Buby, a volunteer, teaching English class.  

Luis, a volunteer, helping the 
kids with their assignments.  


