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Misericordia Activa  
An Active Mercy  

The love of Christ at work in the streets of Perú 

News from Deaconess Intern Caitlin Worden serving the Lord in Lima, Peru. 

Typical Peruvian Christmas  
 The most important part of Christmas in Peru is the Noche Buena, which literally means “the Good 
Night.” Religious families begin to celebrate Christmas by going to the church for mass. When the family re-
turns home the festivities begin. At midnight fireworks are set off and the dinner begins. In Lima the fire-
works light up the whole night sky and to me it feels more like the 4th of July than Christmas. If you’re lucky 
you get to watch the show from a city roof top. Dinner typically includes a turkey, apple sauce, fruit salad, 
potatoes, wine and hot chocolate. The Christmas celebration in Peru is not complete without the paneton, an 
Italian style sweet fruit cake, which is eaten with the hot chocolate and often given as a gift.  After dinner the 
children will find Christmas presents under the tree from Santa Clause and from their families. The fake fir 
trees are covered with lights and sparkling snowflakes, looking like the Christmas tress we are familiar with in 
the United States. Images of Santa Clause are of a big white man with a long beard, and huge red suit dressed 
for the snow in the North Pole. In many ways the Peruvian Christmas has been greatly affected by the North 
American Christmas culture. After presents the children are sent to bed and the adults begin their party.  For 
some extended families this is a quiet time of conversation and family togetherness. But many families will 
enjoy a night of music, drinking and dancing.  The food and presents are put away and the living room magi-
cally becomes a dance floor. Most Peruvians like to dance a lot and I have spent countless hours dancing here 
in Peru. The night will be filled with dancing, drinking and time together. The festivities can last until 5 or 
6am, as a result Christmas morning is very quiet with many people sleeping until very late in the day. Christ-
mas day, the 25th is a day of rest and is spent in the house with the immediate family. All across Peru Christ-
mas Eve, the Noche Buena, is the time when Peruvians celebrate the birth of our Savior.  

Christmas Play at Castillo Fuerte  

The children dressed as Mary and Joseph 

as they told the story of our savor’s birth 

to their friends and neighbors.  



For more news updates, stories and photos check out my blog at anactivemercy.wordpress.com  

Please contact me at caitlin.worden@lcmsintl.org or by mail at 2272 Ramblin Dr. Battle Creek, MI 49014 

With all my 

heart I am  

deeply grateful 

to everyone who 

has made a  

donation to help 

support my 

work here in  

Lima. It would 

not be possible to 

serve this com-

munity and 

these children 

without your 

support and 

prayers. Thank 

you this holiday 

season! May the 

Lord continue to 

bless each of 

you.  

 Summer at Castillo Fuerte 
         While those of you in the north  
are shoveling out driveways, scraping  
ice and  stoking up the fire, here in Peru  
we’ve been pulling out the sandals and sunscreen.  
Summer has hit with beautiful sunny days and the end of the school year.  
Following the schedules of our children Castillo Fuerte has also moved into 
summer programing. Instead of after-school events we are having a morning 
summer club. Everyday the club includes sports in the park, crafts and daily 
chapel. The club also has an educational   piece which changes each 
day of the week. The        educational section in-
cludes math          and science, English, and 
            reading. This is the first 
            time that Castilo Fuerte 
                   has been able to include 
              daily chapel in our 
               events. It has been a 
                real joy to  start see- 
                 ing the children learn 
        about worship and 
        how our lives re-
       volve around the altar 
      where the Lord comes to us.  

         Chocolatada  

Christmas with children is always a joy. This  
year I received this joy a hundred times  
over with our Chocolatada at Castillo  
Fuerte. For this traditional Peruvian event  
we had more than 100 children from the  
neighborhood present. The event  
involved singing of                       Christmas carols, a  
        children’s play telling the story of Christmas, a  
        Christmas message from Pastor and the eating  
         of a Peruvian sweet bread with hot chocolate.  
           The children had a great time both getting  
             ready for the chocolatada and at the event  
               itself. I was so proud to see them tell the  
     story of Jesus’ birth to their friends. Castillo  
        Fuerte was also able  
    to give out  
   Christmas presents  
to every child that came. The event was a  
huge success!  



Prayer Requests,              
Praises & Thanksgi-

ving  

Please pray for my  
residency process in Perú. 

The paperwork is cu-
rrently with the Peruvian 

government.  

Pray for the the staff of  
Castillo Fuerte, for our  
children and families.  

Please pray for the 
worship in La Victoria as we 

continue to seek the best 
ways to reach the commu-

nity with the Word of 
Christ.  

Please pray for the legal  
status of Castillo Fuerte as a 
NGO. We currently have an 

application with the  
Peruvian government.  

Give thanks to the Lord for 
Christmas vacations and 

festivities that all enjoyed.  

Give thanks to the Lord for 
the birth of our Savior in 
this world as one of us.   

Please pray for my learning 
and growth as a deaconess 
intern. Pray  that the Lord 

will continue to guide me as 
I enter the second half of 

my internship.  
To support my work finacially, you may send a tax-deductible gift to:  

Mission Central  

40718 Highway E16, Mapleton, IA 50134  

On the memo line mark all checks “Support of Caitlin Worden.” 

This will then be forwarded on the LCMS. You can also give directly   

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 

PO Box 790089 St. Louis, MO 63179.  

Or securely online at the LCMS website www.lcms.org/worden.  

There are many opportu-

nities to serve as a short-

term missionary. Check 

out the current list and 

download an application 

at www.lcms.org/service. 

Click on “Service Oppor-

tunities.” 

 Caitlin’s Christmas in Peru  
      This year my Christmas was a little 
              different than other years but it was 
             a wonderful Christmas. I was able to 
            spend the morning of the 24th helping 
          a friend with a Christmas program for 
          the children of his church. After that 
         we had a Christmas Eve dinner at the 
        church and invited friends for the dinner 
     and church service. The night was full of 
     fireworks which lit up the sky. I can’t think 
     of a better way to celebrate our Savior’s  
 
birth than with the bright  
colors and joy of fireworks.  
Christmas day was spent with  
the missionary families. Even  
though I was far away from my  
family of origin I was blessed to  
be with family of a different type.  
I was also able to travel a little  
within Peru and took a short  
vacation to the southern coast to  
see the Nazca Lines.   

Welcoming the Students of Concordia  
In January, the Peru mission team has the joy to welcome the students of Con-
corida University Wisconsin. Every year one of the mission professors brings a 
group of students with him to learn first-hand about missions. These students 
are all interested in international missions and their goal for the two weeks is 

to simply shadow the missionaries and 
learn if this is a life God is calling them in-
to. As always it was a blessing to have a 
group of friends from the states join us for 
activities and support the work here it Li-
ma. This year I felt a little more like a sea-
soned missionary who could give them a 
real taste of life on the mission field.  


